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SIR, 
Ou have made uſe of your Authority over me in a parti- 
cular, that nothing under that abſolute power you have 
with me, could have prevailed : To give you an account 
of my ſence of that Diſcourſe that has of late made fo 
much noiſe, Entitled Naked Truth, chicfly in what he ſays, concerning 
Biſhops and Priefts, If 1 were only to diſcharge my t hrs into the 
Boſom of ſo Generous and Worthy a Friend, I could catily have te- 
ſolved on it: But you inſinuated a Deſign of making a more publick 
uſe of what I might write about it, And this raiſed a mutiny in m 
thoughts, which could not be ſoon ſubdued into a compliance wit 
ſo uncaſica task. Others have already animadverted upon that Diſ- 
courſe with great advantages of Wit and Learning; But I not being 
born under ſuch happy Stars, do expoſe my felt much, in hazarding 
to write, both after Een Pens, and about a Book that has had the 
luck to be much read, and by ſome no leſs commended. It may 
therefore ſeem great preſumption in me to interpoſe in ſuch a matter: 
I know what 1 ſay will be reccived with all poſhble diſadvantages, 
that may ariſe, either from the great Partiality many have for that 
Diſcourſe, or from the juſt diſdain others may conceive , that a per» 
ſon unknown and undcſired ſhould engage in it. 

Yet after all this, Iam fo entirely at your Diſpoſal, that I hall reſiſt 
no longer, but deliver my fence very plainly, in that blunt freedom 
that mull be allowed my breeding, and way of converie upon ſore 
of the moſt material things in that Paper. I cannot but acknowledge 
the Writer ſcems a Perſon that is in good carneit. and does fincerely 
deſire the peace of cur Church; that ſo we being at one amon 
our (ſelves, may both carry on the common deſigns of true Piety, a 
reſiſt the In-roads Popery is making on us. He writcs gravely, and 
like a man that has deep imprethons of Religion upon him: and ſo 1 
am heartily ſorry ſo good a Man, as I verily believe he is. ſhould have 
been prevailed on, to have done fo unad viſed a thing, as was firſt the 
writing, and then the publiſhing fuch a Diſcourſe. We do alrcady 
groan ui det too many diviſions, and we need no new attempts to en- 
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creaſe them: or make parties — — ſelves. And therefore the 
Kule of our Saviour ought to have followed, if he had thought 
his Fathers and Brethren had —— againſt the Laws of Charity, 
Order, or Edification : He ſhould firſt have propoſed it to his Ordi. 
nary, and the Right Reverend Biſhops, and have hoped that either 
they ſhould have ſatisfied him, or he them, But to begin at publiſh- 
ing ſuch Papers, cannot be reconciled with the Rule of the Goſpel : 
for if he owed that precaution in dealing with his Brother, it was 
much more due to his Mother the Church, and the Spiritual Fathers 
of it, and he ſhould not have attempted as Cham did, to expoſe any 
ſuppoſed nakedneſs of his Ghoſtly Parents. 

There was another thing he ought to have conſidered, that Chriſt 
has ſaid, Wo unto him by wbom off ences come, By offences or ſcan- 
dals arc meant ſuch ſtumbling blocks, ſnares, and gall-traps, as may 
occaſion our Brother's fall. I wiſh he had conſidered this well, and 
then I ſuppoſe; he would have ſeen that his labours in that Diſcourſe 
were like both to encourage thoſe that do unreaſonably ſeparate 
from us; and make ſome of theſe who adhere to our Communion 
ſtumble, and ſhake, when they ſee ſuch things ſaid by one, who 
ſeems to he of our Church, and yet ſtudies very induſtriouſly to blame 
us in every thing. 

If he had minded theſe things more, and the heats of his Breaſt, 
and Hcad leis; he had not gone fo far, nor truſted himſelf ſo 
much in a matter of ſuch high concern. For I am confident, had he 
ſhewcd his Papers, during all that time they lay by him, to any Man 
of Learning or Judgement, they had ſo clearly convinced him of a 
great many miſtakes , that this Iſſue had turned Abortive, and died 
before the Birth. 

Aſter all the horrid abuſc has been made of the ſuppoſcd returns of 
Prayer, which has turned away the minds of many trom thoſe ſacred 
exerciſes, either in private, or publick ; looking on all ſecret wreſt- 
ling with God, as the heat of tancy, and all publick worſhip , as the 
compliance with that form or party we cleave to it appearcd firange 
to me, to find a Man that ſcems in flamed with a zeal - devotion, 
own his publiſhing this upon returns of Prayer : which to ſome will 
be thought to patronize Enthuſiaſar , and by others will be made a 
Coff to jear at all Picty and Devotion. God anſwers our Frayers, 
when he beſtows on us thoſe Graces, and Blellings, we ask of him: 
but if any body that is fond of ſome compoſure of his, which he has 
a great mind to publiſh, prays for direction what to do, and if he 
take meaſures from the temper or heats, he feels after ſuch Prayers, 
vc expoſcth himſelf to the greateſt dangers imaginable, For, he ought 


to 
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to examine what he is about, not by his own liking, or diſliking it, but 
by the Rules of the Goſpel, of doing all things to Peace, Edihcation, 
and Ordex : by the rules of Humility, and Modefty,not over- valuing 
himſclt, nor putting himſelf forth, but as he is called and directed by 
a good warrant and authority : and by the Rules of the Church and 
State where he lives. And if any man on a pretence of following 
the anſwers of Prayer, will ſuperſede any of theſe Rules, he ſets up 
one of the worſt principles that can be imagined , which mult needs 
ſubvert all Religion and Government. Ido not deny but in matters 
purely indiflcrent, and that relate only to my felt , when 1 cannot 
lee wherein God has bounded my liberty; many directors of Con- 
ſdences, think it is a ſafe rule to pray to God tor direction, and after 
that to follow what makes the ſtrongeſt imprethon upon my mind, 
but this muſt only take place where the thing in all it's circumſtances 
is abſolutely indifferent, and in my choice, tor it 1 carry it farther 1 
cannot ſtop till I have run into all the precipices ot the worſt kind ot 
Enthuliaſm. F 

Now lure the Authour of that Diſcourſe could not be ſuch an ill 
Diſcerner, as not to ſee that he was not left to his free choice in this 
matter: and therefore there is too much ground to ſuſpect that he 
made his Prayers, having this Idol of his beloved Book in his heart : 
and praying in ſuch a manner, if God left him to his Idols, to be 
decci ved, and miſled by them, it is nothing but 
what the Prophet threatned to all that ſhould fo Er-. 14, ver. 7; 
pray to God, From which I hope I thay ſafely con- *> 5 
clude, that it this Authour had examined what he 
was about, rather by theſe ſure and conſtant Rules before hinted, than 
by the unſtable and fallacious illuſions of an inflamed brain, he. had. 
weighed things in juſter ballances. 


But I ſhall now enter into the Re-tail of the particulars he ſuggeſts, 
having thus viewed it in groſs. And to begin with what he fays 
about Articles f Faith, there are two things I wiſh he had conſidered 
when he wrote it. The firſt is, thanks be to God, there is no need 
of any canvalling about theſe in our preſent caſe : for the greatelt. 
parties of the Now-conformifts have not departed from us, for any Ar- 
ticles of Faith : there being none of the Articles of our Church, 
that relate to Faith ſo much as conteſted by them. This being on the 
contrary, the great thing they boaſt : that they do in all things agree. 
to the Doctrine ant belief of our Church. So that I cannot ima» 
— why tifteen pages were written on this Subject, when the Writer 

figned Union, For the Church of England is fo far from being 
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taxed by them for impoſing and dogmatizing, that they rather judge 
our Articles too flack and large: and therefore when they went to 
compile a Confeſſion of Faith, how poſitively they determined in ma- 
ny points, in which the Articles of our Church leave us to the free- 
dom of our thoughts, is apparent to all, It cannot be denied but 
the Articles ot our Church were compiled with the higheſt diſcretion, 
aud moderation that ever was uſed by un-inſpired men. Where 
Queſtions were ſo (ubtile, and intricate, that there were great 
grounds of doubting on both hands, as about Predeftization M. the 
Effeacy of Grace, they laid down the Doctrine of the Church in ſuch 
general expreſhons, as left a freedem to every one to chooſe in ſo 
difficult a point; where the Queſtions were Metaphytical, as about the 
manner of our juſtification, they did not impoſe any ſubtilty on the 
Conſciences of the Clergy : who only are obliged to ſubſcribe them, 

And this temper is the more to be wondred at, fince we know by 
their other writings, and the accounts of that time , that the chief 
compilers of theſe Articles, were in their private opinions poſitive, 
and determined about thoſe things Yet they thought it very unrea- 
ſonable tocſtabliſh controverted Points as Articles of Faith, and to 
make their private judgements the ſtandards of Church-communi- 
on. So that as it is a moſt unrealonable charge on the Church of 
England. to ſay (he has tyrannically impoſed many unneceſſary condi» 
tions on her members in Points of Faith and Doctrine, it is allo x 
very ſtrange complaint from one that exprefles a great zeal tor te · uni- 
ting the Diſſenters to the Body: for any relaxation that way would 
be ſo far from bringing them pearer, that it would rather drive them 
farther from us, upon new and more juſtihable prejudices. What 
occalicn would be given them to inſult, and ſay we had changed the 
boundarics and land- marks our Predeceſiors had left us: and were 
making a new hotch porch of a Church, to take in all Herefics ? how 
would the Church of Rome triumph, and ſay that our Faith was 
indecd temporary, and changed with the faſhion 7 And let the Wit 
of Man deviſe ſuch an Engine for propagating Popery, as to diſclaim 
the Doctrines and practices of the Primitive Church. This were in- 
decd to iortitie the prejudices of Novelty and Schiſm, with which the 
Emiſſarics of that Church, ſludy to aſperſe us to the higheſt degree 
pollible. For I ſpeak it knowingly, we ſhould by fo doing ſhake, it 
not wholly ſcandalize and drive from us, the greateſt part ot our moſt 
devout Communicants: who are all apt to lay of thote tuſt ages, Let 
my ſoul be with theirs, 

And this carries me farther on this head, into a juſt wonder ard 
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other part of that Character) aſſume ſuch a confidence to judge thoſe 
great Worthics, who came out of the fre of the Perſecution , with 


many Trophies of an honourable Victory about them; having loſt 
their eyes, and other members in the conflict : ho ſate in the Connect 
of Nice to determine in a Point of no lefs concern, than the Glory of 
the Son of God, by whoſe Croſs and Spirit they had triumphed over 
all the Powers both of Earth and Hell. I remember when 1 lived in 
Holand and converſed with the Dilciples of Epiſcopins and Carcelew, 
we often diſcourſed on this very point: they uſually ſaid, Why ould 
we not accept of Scripture expreſſions without impoſing new ones for 
Teftr > And often did they entertain me with Diſcourſes of the fin- 
plicity of the firſt Chriſtians, and the moſt ancient Creeds, To whom 1 
always anſwered, as long as the Chriſtians did retain that ſimplicity 
of belicving, it had been very ill done, to have introduced new eu- 
pteſſions or ſubtilties into our Faith or Creeds : but when it is appa- 
rent that men have invented corrupt gloſſes for Scripture exprellions, 
and uſe the Scripture phraſes only with a reſerve of theſe meanings : 
it was neceſſary to find out ſuch Teſts as might diſcover their double 
dealing, For to accept of general expreihuns, from one that I have 
good reaſon to believe uſes them in an Heretical ſence, is plainly to 
accept money that I know is of a falſe alloy becauſe it hath the 
tight ſtamp. 

Nor can it be ſaid, the difference was ſmall and about a ſpeculative 
point, for the difference was both about a matter of great weight, and 
about a practical point. I ſuppoſe no body can be ſo ſhallow as to 
think it was about a Letter, the one being tor the 6wos5zo5 the other 
for the dH. for then the avduom differed but in another Let- 
ter, that made Chriſt totally unlike the Father, The controverſie 
was, Whether the Word that dwelt in the Fleſh of our bleſſed S aviour, 
was Bein truly diftinii from the ſubſtance of the Father, and created 
by the Father; or as others did moderate it, made by the Father ? fo 
thet there war a time, wherein be war not er if be war the increated 
Word, that war from all eternity with the Father. In ſhort whether He 
war God or a Created And when the Arians pretended that they belie- 
ved the Word war God, the Fathers thus argued with them: either He 
s God by His Nature and Sabftance, or not, it He was not God by 
His Nature, then it was but a cheat, and a falle Title, they gave Him: 
but God's honour was not ſo to be given to another. It he was God 
by His Nature and Subſtance, then He muſt either be of the ſame ſub- 
flame with the Fathes, or of adifferent ſabtaxce : it of the fame ſub- 
flaxce, they gained what they deſired : it He was of another ſab- 
foxce, then there were more Gods than one 3 it there were two ditfe- 
recur. 
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rent ſubſtances, that were both truly Gods in ſabſtence which was 
groſs Polytheiſm. I muſt acknowledge I ſhall very much ſuf 
any man's reaſoning faculties are not ſound, that ſees not a neceſſary 
ſeries of truths hanging cloſely together in this contexture, So that 
it is plain the Arians and our Modern Plotimians (who are -indeed 
more ingenuous than the Arians were) did not think the Word that 
was made Fleſh, was truly God, And now let any Man judge if 
there can be a greater and weightier matter, than whether Jeſus 
Chriſt were God by Nature, or only a Creature, Nor can a miſtake 
riſe higher than to believe Him to be a meer Man who is the Eternal 
Sox of God, or Him to be the Eternal Son of God , who was only a 
meer Man, ; 


— This controverſie was not only — but ptactical, for our 
ou 


apprehenſions and belief muſt dir r acts of worſhip, and adors- 
tion: if Chriſt be only a Man, we cannot have that veneration for 
Him, that confidence in Him, or love to Him, which we offer to the 

t God, For there can be no Idolatry in the World ſo great, as 
the worſhipping a meer Man, with the ſame adoration both inward 
and outward, that we offer up to the Father. This is, ſure if any 
thing can be, the giving God's Glory to another. On the other hand 
it He be the great God and of the ſame ſubſtance with the Father, it 
is the molt irreverent, irreligious and ungrateful thing in the whole 
World, not to offer that adoration which is due to Him, equally 
with the Father: He having ſo ſignally commended and cxpreſſed 
his love to us. So that this is a matter not only of ſpeculation , but 
of practice. 

This may ſuffice to ſatis ie any body, how juſt, reaſonable, and ne- 
ceſſary it was for the Council of Nice to make their Dehoition in 
chis matter, that ſo a Teſt might be found out, for diſcriminating the 
Catholicks from the Hereticks. I am as far from a deſire of multi- 
plying new Creeds and Subſcriptions as any man alive, but if there be 
not ſome in the Church, how ſoon may a conſpiracy be laid and form- 
ed within the boſom of it, that lying ſccret under general exprethons, 
till it be ripe and trong, at length as out of a Trejen-borſe (hall burſt 
forth to ruine and ſubvert Religion. It is in dced a high tyranny of the 
Church of Rome, that has added Anathemaes to het Canons about 
Icfſer and diſputable points; but except there be Foundations laid, 
on which all the builders of the Church muſt edie, we ſhall ſoon 
grow worſe than a Babel, for we (hall build with divided Languages 
and Tongues, ' 

For what he ſays bout ceremonies and all other controverted heads 
among us, I ſhall only offer you one ot two conſiderations. The tut 
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ks, that in all ſuch Rents as are now in our Church, it is a very untea- 
ſonable demand to deſirę any thing that is efiabliſhed ſhould be chang- 
ed without a very great cauſe ; for to love for changes fake, 
15 — 2 a light unſettled mind. And mutations in things 
ex work much on the vulgar: who ſeldom looking beyond 
what they ſee, and hear, are apt to be much ſtartled at any viſible al- 
teration. This made our blefſed Saviour in his new Diſpenſation 
alter outward things as little as was poſſible. Therefore he ſanGtitied 
two Rites that were familiar to the Jews, to be the two great Sacra- 
ments of his Goſpel, that ſo the Jews might be as little ſtartled as 
might be. But it there did appear great and juſt cauſes to change 
things that are indiflerent, there is no doubt but the Fathers of our 
Church and our Legiſlators, the King and His two Houſer of Parlia- 
ment would examine them very deliberately. I then the Authour 
of that Paper offers any reaſons for a c he muſt take care they 
be very and material ones: 1 hope he will not inſiſt on the ſo 

often baffled objections againſt them. There is but one new reaſon 

can be offered, and that is an agreement of a conſiderable body of 
our Diſſenters, to defire ſuch concethons, upon which, they being 

granted, they would entex into the Communion of the Church, 

when this is once done then fuch a ſtep were made, as muſt needs 

ſet all men to very deep and ſerious conſiderations, to ballance the 

evils of Schiſm, the danger of Popery, the relaxing all order, and the 

abounding of all impiety among us, which thoſe who have made the 

Schiſm are deeply guilty of. 

It is the duty of all men to lay theſe things home to the Conſcien 
ces of ſuch as te from us: that they may not tifly keep up 2 
breach, thorough which ſo much m flows in upon us, but may 
in colder blood review what is paſt: and come to make ſuch offers, 
as may encourage thoſe who love peace and moderation, to drive on 
ſodefired a work. But to expoſe the dignity of a Church, and of 
conſtitutions ſettled by ſo wa > to the ſcorn of every 
bold Diſſenter, can have no other effec, but to encourage them in their 
Schiſm, and heap contempt upon our (clves, when we ptoſtitute Law 
and Authority to ſuch affronts. Then do thoſe that divide, boaſt, as 
if we diſtruſted our Cauſe, or were afraid either of the ſtrength of 
their Reaſons, or of their Party: and they land their ground the 
more firmly, becauſe they ſee us quittirg ours and are confident 
that if they can weather out a few more blaſts, we will leave the held 
entirely to them. This makes their pride (well, and their demands 
become cndleſs and unſatisfiable. But if their Stomachs were ſo far 
down, ———_— —_———”_ to confeſs 2 — 
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been miſtaken in ſome things, and were now reſolved to go bs fas 
towards the repairing our breaches, as their Conſciences could allow, 
and did propole a clear Scheme of what they would ſubmit to, and 
on what terms they would again enter into the Communion of the 
Church, then I am conhident fuck candid dealing will find an enter- 

tainment beyond what they can juſtly hope for. And that upon ve- 

ry good reaſons : for we ought to make another account of the mo- 

deit ſcruples of ſuch as arc indeed tender Conſciences, than of the 

prelumptuous demands of inſolent Seftarics And it is moſt juſt 

that propoſitions this way ought to begin from them: they are Sub- 

jecta, and the Laws are ſettled: and — gave very juſt cauſe both to 

Church and State to be diſpleaſed with them and to diftruſt them, and 

fo they ought to addreſs for favour upon ſuch reaſonable terms, that 

the infolence of thcir demands may give no new grounds of irritati- 

on and offence. 

And till then all that is incumbenton us of the Church, is ; firſt to 
live and labour fo, as to outdo all theſe appearances of good among 
them, which have wrought fo much on the vulgar then to pray the 
God of Peace, that he would of his infinite Mercy and compathon to 
theſe divided Churches, pour down a Spirit of Love and Peace on all 
men: and in fine, to do all that lies in us to convince thoſe that 
rate of the evil of their courſes, in making ſuch breaches in Chriſt's 
Vineyard and Sheepfold, that lets in the Foxes and Wolves: and to 
be diſpoſing our own minds into ſuch a gentle temper, that not with · 
ſtanding all paſt provocations, and all the advantages we have from 
the Laws and — 1. yet we may be willing to yicld even to the 
peeviſh weakneſs and unaccountable ſcruples ot theſe that * 
from us: as ſar as can be without giving juſt occations of ſcandal on 
the other hand. But to give them ſuch advantages as this Diſcourſe 
does, ts, that which I cannot reconcile to the common Rules of Pru- 
dence and Edihcation. 

I] wiſh this Writer had alſo conſidered, how unjuſt a way of reaſon- 
ing it was, to argue from the indecencies and abuſcs any may be guilty 
of in the uſe of forne of the Ceremonies, that they ought to be taken 
away. Alas! at that rate, the moſt ſacred and folemn things ſhall not 
eſcape: ſinec all things when they fall into the hands of mortal men, 
are ſubject to ſuch abuſes. He did alſo very much forget himdclf, 
when he reckoned, the Bowing to the Altar one of the Ceremonics of 
the Church, which has never enjoyned it, neither by Canon nor Ru- 
brick : for in it alt arc left to their freedom. So that this can furniſh 
none with ſo much as a pretence to cxcuſe their ſeparation. 


For his long Diſcourſe about Church men and their — 
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ing, certainly deſerves grezt conſi- 
deration, and in it we t ſteer by « better Rule, than zhoſe moſt 
excellent conititutions Antiquity has left us: winch ue indeed ſo dis 
vine and pure, that it this Age could bear ſuch a ktormation, I Kno 
no greater bleſſing could beſal us. But it is more to be wiſhed than 
hopcd tor, to ſee Plato's Commonwealth built upon the raines aud dregs 
of Komalur, We ought to converſe much with the writings the An- 
cients have left us concerning the Qualibcations ard Employments of 
the Clergy. fuch as Nazianzen's Aprlloget:ch, Chryſotome's Books of 
the Prieiibord, and Gregory the Great Books of the Pajtoral care, But 
whatever defects we may charge our (elves with, this is fo far from 
contributing to our Schiſm, that it is rather the eſſect and conſequence 
of it 3 for where there is bitter cal aud ftirife, there is confuſion and 
every evil werk: and fo it was not necdtul to put this ina Book con- 
ccrning Union. Nor have theſc that divide from us any reaſon of in- 
ſulting over us, whatever we may have to humble our ſelves for thoſe 
things, and leaft of all tor Preaching : which perhaps is at this day 
come to fuch pertcRion , that & all our other defedts were as 
much mended as theſe of Preaching ate, we might on all accounts be 
eſicemed the beſt and molt excellent Church thatever was ſince the 
Ages of Miraclcs. 

In a word to end all that needs be ſaid on theſe Heads, the grounds 
of our communi-ating with any Church being chicfly the purity of 
their Doctrine and Worſhip, and that their order and Rules are ſuch 
that they hinder the excrcife of no Chriſtian virtue, but very much 
Avance it : no perfogs] failings or defects how publick and groſs 
ever, ought to make any to ſeparate from ſuch a Socicty. Four till 
Ide involved in ſome guilt, ( which no othet Man's faults can do) by 
joyning in Communion with a Chuech ; 1 ought (till to abide in it. 

This muſt cither be laid. do /n for a Principle, othcrwile Schiſms 
and Rents (hall be end leſs. for as long as men are men, perſonal failings 
and corruptions are unavoidable. And now having thus tar exam» 
ned the moſt conſiderable parts of that diſcourſe, cxcept what relates 
to Biſhops and Priefts, about which you deſire chiefly to be fatishied 3 
and upon which the Authour has laid out his utmoſt ſlxcugth : I come 
«t laſt to conſider that ; which I ſhall do with that candout and calm- 
neſs 1 have carried along with me hitherto. 

His opinion is. That the Biſhops Preeedency over the reſt of the Cler- 
ty with Authority ts ordain, to chert, to rebuke, to | , and cenſare 
41 be ſound = is of Apoftolical inſtitution, and bath been continued in 
the whole Church of God ever ſmce, ſothat nothing but neceſſity, if that, 
can excuſe thoſe that ſet wp another Fru of Government : therefore 
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(to) 
this Government ought to be ftill kepe in the Seh. But after all this 
be thinks the Biſhops and Prieſts are one and the ſame order; ſo that by 
their Ordination they have no more power on them, than Freshy. 
ters have, This he fiudies to prove: 1. From the filence of the Serip. 
tures that ds met mention bo ſuch- orders, 2, Becauſt be finds but one 
Ordination, which be thinks cannot confer two Charatiersr, 3. Becauſe 
the Apettler cal themſelves Prerbyters, aud no where Biſhops. 4. Becauſe 

Biſhops and Deacont. 5. Ju- 


Clement in bir Epiſtle 
Rin — 12 — 6.4 6, Fe. Cyprian cal bim. 


hk ſitus. Becauſe the Form of ordaining Elders , ir the 
—— U e Receive ye the Holy 
— whoſe Sins ye forgive, they are ven them. 8. The bad 
conſeq wencer of admitting this difference of are great, for it will 
— — — wreber, U theſe reafons he te- 
jets the Difference of Order, and inſtead of 
dain'd all equally to be — — , but ſome baving 
nent gifts than others, the by Commiſſion empower 
— hou be Overſeers and Bp over the reſt, from which 
— dice bar been kept mp inthe Church ever fince. ore he 
thinks Priefts ought — Fri,. but yet baving done t, — 
valid, — oatarde . 
no Perſon can be 


= * 


This is a full and clear account of his opinion, and of the reaſons 
that led him to it. I ſhall now examine both, and Firſt , let us fer 


what all this will amount to. This muſt lerle or nothing to 
— — 8 but will rather inflame them 
For a Presbyterian may uppoſit ion, very reaſonably plead, 


that — — e Authority that a Biſhop hath, 
he ought not to be obliged or limited in the exerciſe of it. That any 
ſuch Commiſſion the Apoſtles gave ſome extraordinary men, mult 
have been but , tor their lives; for it they had judged this 
a thing needful to be kept | up in the Church they had given ſuch 
laſting directions - t, conſtituting it a diſtinct order, as might 
have preſet ved it fill in the Church; but fince they did not that, we 
have no reaſon to acknowledge any fuch Power now. And therefore 
it Pricſts ſce their Biſhop doing what they think amiſs, they 
aſſume that Power their Order has given them, and judge and depele 
him too if need be. L am confident that Awthour will” not allow & 
=_ and yet it is viſible that it ariſes naturally out of what he has (ct 

wn. 

Rut ſuppoſc he could avoid that, what docs all he hes ſaid contri- 
baut 
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bate to the te- uniting our Diſſenters, and 
ſay, as to the foreign Charcher, and yet 
be done another way. A little may be alſo 
dained before, by Pricfts in the time of the late Uſurpation 3 who are 
now but a ſmall cumber : and yet even theſe, by bis Principles did # 
very ill thing, who out of no neceffity, but in a wanten fedition a» 
gainſt their Biſhops, threw them off by the firength and force of a 
evalling Army. And if ſuch Perſons ought not to be marked by 
— ure, or at leaſt not admitted to any ſactred Employments, 
till they have been ſenſible of their fault, and repent of it; leave it 
to every body to conſider. But for the reſt of our Dividers, as long 25 
the Bilhops have ſuch an Authority over their Prieſts, by what Title 
or conveyance ſoever they poſſeſs it, it is all one to them. And in» 
deed the weaker their Title is, they will think they have the firong» 
er Plea : So that this Notion were it ever ſo true, cannot go 2 great 
way towards the ſettling matters among, us, but on the contrary will. 
rather widen the breach. 

I go next to examine his opinion in it ſelf : that there are many con- 
traditions in his Diſcourſe, is apparent. For if Biſhops have Autbo» 
rity t ordain, ts exbort, to rebukg, to judge, and cenſure ar they find 
cauſe, and if this Authority was given by the Aale, Is not here. 3 
diſtin Order ? all Eccleſiaſtical Functions are but ſo many | 
ons from God, of which the conveyers were the Apoltles, for what 
is the order of Prieſthood, but a Commithon from God , which was 
felt iſſucd out by the Apoltles : giving ſuch Perſons authority to 
Preach, and to adminiſter Sacraments ? and can any think that the - 
poſtles could have given any ſach Commithons, but 

1. They muſt have had the dizetion of the Holy Ghoſt , that 
alliſted them in all they went about. 

2. They muſt have conferred ſuch a meaſure of the Holy Ghoſt, as - 
was neceſſary for the diſcharge of fuch a Commithon, for they that 
conferred the Holy Ghoſt on all they laid their hands on, would 
have done it much more on thoſe they did commiltonate tor fo high 
8 truſt, 

3- This muſt have been done by impoſition of  <A@s ry ver 2.4, 
hands, ſo we tind they laid hands on Pas and Bare 
, when they were ſent tothe Gentaler, though they were enducd 
with extraordinary power before, and were Apoftler, according 
to what St. Paul fays of bimfelf in the beginning of his Epilile 
to the Galatians. God had allo by name marked them out tor that 
ſervice, yer hands were laid on them, and fo they were ſent out by the 
Holy Ghoſt. | 


u 
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4. If theſe Perſons commmiſſionated with ſuch Authority were ern. 
powered by the Apoſtles, then all the reſt of the Pricſls wore bound 
to ſubmit to that Authority, and whatever power they might lave 
pretended betore chataher, ſince latter deeds do vacate and invalidate 
tormer ones, that power bring, conferred on another, who is acknow- 
ledged veſted with the Authority, the former mult be ſuppoſed di- 
velled of it, and bound to ſubyect themſelves to x. Nor could they, 
except in caſes of ſimple neceſſity , re-aſſume it, without rejecting 
the Authority of the Apoſtles themſelves: according to that maxime 
of our Saviour's, He that rejetieth me, rejefieth him that ſent me, 

5. Either the Apoſtles did declare this was only temporary, that 
for the preſent exigency, ſuch extraordinary perſons were veſied with 
ſuch Authority, or that this conſtitution ſhould continue till in the 
Church. He cannot chule the former, tor then that order muſt have 
determined with theie mens lives, in whoſe hands it was entruſted : 
which is againſt what that Authour pleads for. So that he muſt (ay 
they declared that ſuch Commilhons muſt continue to the end of the 
World, otherwiſe there were no obligation lying on the Church to 
continue them, which yet he acknowledges. 

6. Aſter the Apoltles were dead, cither theſe Commiltions were 
to be renewed an the account of what the Apoſtles had appointed, 
or only by a voluntary delegation of the Priciis and People + it the 
former, then our Biſhops at this day act by vertue of a Commithon 
from the Apoſiles. It the latter be truce, then. 1. This delegation 
may be given, or not, as they pleaſe, and fo the order may vaniſh, 
2. They may limit or enlarge it as they pleaſe, and fo may very much 
change it. 3. Thoſe who arc ordained Eiſhops without fuch Com 
miſſions, cannot be Bubops at all. For it that Power be only a Com- 
mithon, then it cannot be (cated in any perion that has got no fuch 
Commiſſion : thetetote there being no ſuch thing asked as a delega- 
tion of ſuch Authority trom the Prieils (for the EleCGtion of the Dean 
and Chapter itclates only to the Peron , but not to the Power and 
Ofkce ,) none art now truly Biſhops 3 fince they have no ſuch Com- 
milhons : nor docs the Metropolitan, and the other conſcctat ing 
Biſhops, give any ſuch Commithons, but only ordain a Biſhop to the 
Work and Ofkce fo committed to him, by the impotition of their 
hands: in which it is clcar, as allo from the whole Othce of the Con- 
ſecration of Biſhops, that they ſuppole there is a landing Power and 
Authority in the Office, and thetetote do believe it docs not depend 
upon any Cummithon they can give, all they do being to ordain him 
to the Othce to which the Authority is neceflarily annexcd, So that 
it is clcar, that eithet we have oo Biſhops at all, or the Commithon 
tor 
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for this Authority is annexed to the Office, and the Church does not 
conſtit ute the Office, but only admit or ordain a perſon duly elected 
and yualifhed unto an Office already conſtituted. 

From all thete Particulars which necc ſſarily tollow upon that Au- 
thour's Hypotheſis , I may well affume, that by his principles 
Biſhops were empowered for erd ination, and jurisdiction by the A- 

tles, they being directed in it by the Holy Ghoſt ; and laying their 

nds on them, and conferring the Holy Ghoſt by fuch impolition 
of hands: upon which all the reſt both Clergy and Laity were bound 
to ſubmit to them: and that the Apoſtles intended this order ſhould 
be ill continued in the Chugch : So that all ſucceeding Biſhops , act 
by that Power then conveyed by the Apoliles to the tut Biſhops, and 
continued with their ſucceſſors to the end of the World. And it 
this docs not fate the diſtin Office of Biſhops and Prieſts, let every 
Reader judge. There is a different power lodged with the Ei 
another Commilhon, ratified by an impoſition of hands, which is to 
continue in a fauccethon for ever. 

So that, that Hypetbefir deſtroys it (elf, eſtabliſhing fo many diffe- 
rent things that contradict one another. 

But before I go to anſwer his arguments, I1fhall premiſe ſome- 
what of the Othce of Biſhop and Pric!t as it ap in Nu O- 

When Chriſt ſent out his Apoſtles with an Univerſal juris diction as 
they gathered and planted Churches, there was a necetlity to hx ſome 
to have the charge of them, and to labour in the converſion of others, 
Now the Apoſtles having obſerved, that Chriſt had in the inſtitution 
of the Sacraments, and many other things, followed fuch cuſtomes 
as were received by the Jews : they mut certainly have likewite tol- 
lowed the fame Rule, for as the Goſpel was firſt offered to the Jews, 
ſo they their new ſuperſtructure on the foundation of Moſes 
and the , could not change the cuſtoms that were among the 
lews, and inſtituted by Moſes, further than was necefſary tor cmanci- 
pating the Gentiles from that yoke. Therefore every Church of 
Chriſttans coming in place of the Temple of ſale, in which li- 
ving Sacrifices were offered up to God, inſtcad of the dead anes that 
were then antiquated : it was natural for them to take their Modcl 
trum the Temple of Jeruſalem, as the Synagogues had alſo done , in 
which there was one High Prieft, « company of riet and Leviter and 
this even St. Jerome who is in no mall eſteem with that Authour, in- 
that E piſtie to Evagrias, confirms to us in theſe words, Aud ther we 
may haow the de Traditions wire takye ant of the old Tritament; 
what Aaron and bis Jour, and the Levites were in the Temple, that the 


(14) 
Biſhops, Prerbyters, and Deacons ore to claim to themſelver in the Church 
But where the number of the Chriſtians was ſmall, they made only 
— 7 — pol 
him: This Epipbanins tells us he had from the myf anciew or 
foundeſt Aiftorics, and in à matter of Fact to diſtruſt Hiſtory w 


itis fi ned with High probabilities from the nature of things 
is Un le There were two ranks of Chriſtians, the one 


was the Neopbiter or Novicer , who had lately received the Faith 
the other were the firſt fruits of the Golpel who as they had at 


the firſt Preaching reccived the Faith, ſo had continued in 
it, and theſe naturally muſt have been called the Seniors , 7 or 
Prerbyters, 


There is one — that vulgar obſervers fall in, of which 
though all Critic ve often given notice , moſi le are Hi 
guilty of it, which is to judge — epectiatacnoratin 
to the more received cu in or near their own time, not cxamini 
how they were uſed in former Ages, and till this caution be 
we muſt fall into frequent miſtakes every hour. So at firſt theſe names 
CE — came after» 
— —— tos any was of great and 
ſtanding in the F —— — —— 
called a Prerbyrer, hence it is that there was not, that nice and choice 
diſtinction of the terms which aſc did afterwards bring in. 

Upon which I 24. one thing, 
which is not ſo much conſidered : that though who were cho- 
ſen to look after the Poor be called Deacons in the 6. of che Ati, yet 
ve find that term in the New Teſtament is not at all reſtricted to that 
ſence, even after that appointment. St. Pan calls Chiiſt a Deacon, 
Rom. 15. 8. He calls alſo the civil Powers the Deacons, ot as we ten- 
der it the Minifterr of God, Rom. 13. 4. He calls all Church-n en in 
general the Deacons of Righteouſneſs, » Cor. 11,15. He calls the A- 
poſtles Deacons frequently, 1 Cor. 3. 5. 2 Cor. 3. G. and 6.cap.4.v, and 
cap, 11,907, 23. — . and Col. 1. 23,25. He calls Tycbicus a 
Deacon, Eph. 6. 21. and Col. 4.7. He calls Epaphrar a Deacon, 80 
«Iſo e, 1 Theſ. 3, 2. So that we fee this term is uſed in a great 
many other ſences, than that of a difiributer of Charity among the 
Widows. Therefore there is no reaſon to think that when St. T 
wrote to the Philippians, to the Bilbops and Deacons, and when in hs 
Epiſile to Timothy he gives rules about Church-offices, pallintz id me · 
diately from the Biſhop to the Deacons, that by Deacour we are only to 
underſiand the diftributers of Charity, which was not an office of 
ſuch importance, that they muſt have ſuch extraordinary qualihcati- 

ons 
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(15) , 
ons: but that he bs treating of ſome other ſdand ing Miniftry in the 
Church, in which all Chriſtians were more concerned , and therefore 
though the ſubſequent uſe of the Church appropriating the term 
Deacon to the other Fun, theſe places in the Epiſtles of St. Tant 
were generally applyed to theſe Deacons, and the Trarflations of the 
New Teſtament as well the vulgar Latin as other modern ones into 
the vulgar Languages, rendring the Greek, of Deacon by the term Mi- 
unler in all the other places 1 have marked , This was lefs cblerved 
therefore there being fo good ground to think that Se. Pax! in theſe 
Epiſtles is — Priefts, whom he calls by a common name 
Deacons or Miniſters , we have the diſparity between theſe Offices 
clearly ſet down in the Scriptures. 

Another thing is obſervable, that as long as the extraordinary eſſu- 
fron of the Holy Ghoſt continued, there could not be fuch a critical 
distinction of Functions, as came to be ſett led afterwards, when that 
ceaſed : for even the Laity were by theſe inſpirations qualihed to ma» 
ny things, which can be no Preſidents, when that effuſion of the Spirit 
is ceaſed. Yo though while that extraordinary alliſtance continued, there 
were not ſuch clear traces of the ſeveral ofhces in the Church, yer it 
as ſoon as that began to fail, we find this diſis ction of orders appear 
clearly We have reaſon to conclude it could be no other way (ett led 
but as the Apoſtles had at firſt appointed: Though while every one was 

ſo full of the Holy Ghoſt all theſe limits were not obſerved, for any ex · 
traordinaty — of the Holy Ghoſt being above poſitive and 
conſtant rules, it is not to be wondred if we have no fuch clear ac» 
count of a formed and regulated ſociety , at the fiſt planting of 
Churches in all Oſhces and Functions. And yet we fee the New 
Teſtament full of evidences that Chriſt and his Apoliles in- 
tended there ſhould be an eminence of Power , committed to ſome 
Paſtors beyond others. So Chriſt gave that Univerial Authority over 
all, to his twelve Apoſtles, fo the Apoſtles had ſome Athiſtants, whom 

though they employed on other Commitlhons, yet their chief reſidence 

and work was in fore particular Churches, over which they were ſer. 

And to ſuch the Apoſtles write, as to perſons that had the charge and 

were atcountable for theſe Churches. And the reaſon of this -was, 

that fince there could not be found fuch numbers of men ſufficiently 

fitted for the work of the Goſpel, eſpecially in thoſe trying times 3 

Therefore it was to be depoſitated in a few hands, who were of more 

approved fufhciency and worth, the reſt being to be directed and 

fubje to them. This did very much com the detedts of other 

Church-men , who though not fo well qualificd to go vern, yet 

being willing to obey , and able — Ducctions, they = 


. (16) 
by that means become very uſcful in the Goſpel. 
No there are two things that maſt be annexed to that . 
in{pection without which we cannot imagine that it could be manag- 
ed or have force; the one is, that all to be ordained mould receive 
their orders from ſuch Biſhops : Ocherwiſe obedience could not be 
expected from them, nor could the ſupertour be any way accountable 
tor them, if he did not convey their Authority to them. It was alſo 
neceſſary that in A matters of indifference the ſupetiout Govrernour, 
or Biſhop, muſbbe looked on as having Authority to rule and com- 
mand, and ſo the inferiour judge himſelf bound to obey. And indeed 
it in thoſe days of perſecution, when the Church had no alliftance, 
but all pollible oppoſition from the civil powers, there had not been 
very poſitive rules of obedience and order, lett by the Apoſtles, it had 
not been pollibſe for them to have been kept in any order, or under 
any Government. But the rules of ſuperiority aud ſubjetion were 
without doubt tormally left by the Apottles. Thence it was that the 
whole Precinct of a Biſhop's charge was called his Pariſh: in which he 
had the care of Souls, and for his aſfitiance did chuſe out and ordain 
ſome of the more eminent and ancient Chriſtians, to alliſt him in 
teaching the fi»ck, and adminiſtring Sacraments, who were in all 
things directed by him and upon his death one of thele was prefent- 
ed by the Election of the Clergy and people to the ſuperiour Biſhop 
of the Province, who did ordain him. Now though the writings of 
the firſt Ages arc tor the greater partloſt, yet there ate abundant c vi- 
dences to — this Authority was {ct up by the Apoſtles. I need not 
take pains to prove it againſt this Authour, tor he acknowledges it, 
But becauſe ſome may perhaps read this Letrer, that have not t udied 
this point in the larger and more learned works of the Afﬀerters os 
this order, 1 (hall fay as much on this fubject as 1 think may very juſt- 
ly and reaſonably fatishe any Man, and ſhall wave St. Iguatins bis E- 
pitiler, though the Authority of thoſe is made good with the afto» 
niſhing labours of the Incomparably Learned BrGop of Cheer, 
But being to give a ſhort hint of the unconteſted authorities that 
may be brought to prove this, I ſhall begin with Irenexs to whom we 
may very well give credit in a matter of Fact, he 
ben. lib 1.cap.1 knew St, Polycarp and was inſt tucted by him, and he 
Fe apud i Wells us that He was conſtituted by the Ahe Biſhop 
kb 4.cap.13 in the Church of Smyrna, So that wetind from him 
that Se. Polycarp was ordained by the Apoltics H hop 
of the Church of Smyrns. Now that great Saint and Martyr, muſt 
have taken his Notion of a Biſhop from no other original but that 
which he ſu in his twrſt Inſtructor : and yet we clcarly fee, he maden 
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the Biſhop was more than the Preſfidexs, for he teck · 
oning the Tradition of the Faith, counts it by the x, — 
Biſhops that had been in Rowe from the Apoſtles Heret, cop. 3. 
days: from whence it appears he conſideted them as | 
the chief depolitaries of the Faith. And in his E- A Fee 
piſtle to Vider Biſhop of Rome, wherein be con- £4. 5: cap, 244 
demned his ſeverity in excommunicating the Eaſtern 
Biſhops for obſcrving Exfter on the 14. day of the Moon, he lays the 
whole blame of it upon Vidder, though Demaſur tells us t was done 
wpon 4 Conſultation Villor beld about it with his Prechyters and Des- 
c Now the blame was not to be laid on Vitter, it it had not been 
the received practice of the Church at that time, for the Biſhops to 
have the jurisdiction chiefly in their hands. So that we clearly fee 
what Irenexs underſtood a Biſhop to be, and if that had not been con- 
ſonant to what he knew in St. Felycarp who had inſtructed him, we 
cannot in reaſon imagine he would have conſented to ſuch a tytanni- 
cal — ot power, * 2 — 

Tete s reckons the Origine of the Biſhop's „ l. cop. 
power from the Apel, from whom they derived 3"; 04 Mares 

their ſucceſſion. The fame Writer alſo tells us, *that 9 13 
neither Priefir nor Deacons bad right ts baptize , but —_, 
upon 4 power from the Biſhop... He alſo ſays t they re» p, co Mie, 
erived the Sacrament from w# bands but their Prefi 
dents (or Biſhops ) Firmilian that was St, Cyprien's 
contemporary tells us * the Biſhop ( whom he there * Fpof. 75. inter 
calls Majores nate, and from the other parts of that 7% Copy 
— it is plain he means Biſhops ) did preſide in the 
Church, and bad the e of Baptizing , Confirming 
and ordaining, und even * Jerome himfelf tells us, © Cont. Le. 
that neither Prieff wor Deacon had & right t» Baptize 
without the Biſhop"; commend, And St. Dexir of 4- 
lane, who was undifpoted one of the great» = Fee 
eſt Perſons in his Age, in his Letter to Fabia Biſhop = © 097: 44 
of Kone tells him, that upon the difficulty was rai- 
ſed, how to deal with thoſe that died , before they had compleated 
their penitence, He bad given « command that the peace of the Church 
ſhenld be groem them. Where it is clear the Authority of commanding 
and not only preſiding refied with the Biſhop. 

And in ne, when the Chriſtian Church came out of the fire of 
perſccution, ſhe decreed in the Council of Nice,that 
the ancient Cuſtomer ſhould be in force, concerning Cow. 6. 
the power of Metropol and Patriarchr, we 
C 2 acknow- 
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acknowledge there were many very ancient men in that 
ſo that they, who were within 200. years of the Apoſtolick time, and 
among whom we may reckon many that were Bo. years of Age, or 
pear it, could not cfieem any thing Anciext, that had nut been derived 
from the Apoſtulicalioftitution, I ſhall not infiſt on any thing that 
was decreed aſterwards, where we may ſuſpect power, and cunning, 
might have gon* a great way to have eaſt the Church into ſuch a 
mould, as might belt agree with the conſtitutions of the Empire, 
There might be allo other Political reaſons, to have made the Biſhops 
after that time aſpire to Power aud Precedence, But I have only 
vouched the Writers of the former Ages, witneſſes in a matter of Fact, 
whercin we have no juſt cauſe to ſuſpect them, to depoſe to us what 
was the ſuccellive Government of the Church from the Apoſtles 
days. 

— all which I defixe, that you and every honeſt man will iu ycut 
Conlciences conſider a tew particulars. 

1, Whatever we find generally received in thoſe Ages about a thing 
that was viſible, and in which none could miſtake, we may ſaſely think 
it came from the Apoſtles days. We may indeed imagine that when 
ſome of the Apoll les, to gain upon the Jews did obſerve the Chriſtian 
Eafter on the 14. day of the Moon, others might have miſtaken this 
compliance, as it the Apoſiles had judged that the 14. was the right 
day: We may alſo xealonably enough think, that when they heard Se, 
Jobs mention the thouſand years, that were repreſented to him in his 
Viſions, they might have thought that had a literal meaning. But in 
a matter of Government, we cannot fancy how fuch miſtakes could 
have been taken up. 

2. In things that were external and related to Government , there 
were many concerned, and ſo an innovation could not be cafily brought 
about. The c all looked on, and were obliged to know, to whom 
they owed ience in things ſacred : the Clergy we may reaſonably 
think were not ſo meck, as to have ſubmitted to any unwarranted Au- 
thority over them, And it they had known they were equal to 
their Biſhe ps in order, we cannot think but eit het out of a juit zeal 
for aſſerting their freedom, or out of an indignation at the miſcarria- 

and inſolenct of ſome Biſhops, cr out of an unwillingneſs to 
(ubmit and obey, which is natural to moſt people, they had aſſerted 
their equality, 

. Where different Churches among whom we ſee no commerce, 
eſpecially in the times of perſecution, do agree in any conſtitution, we 
muſt ſuppole that came to them, trom ſome perſons, trom whom they 
uctived common inſtruction. This is an argument thought very 

con! 
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convincing againſt Atheiftr , when we ſhow many things wherein all 
mankind agree, which we canoot imagine how it ſhould have been 
brought about, if they had not common Parents, who had derived 
theſe things to all their Poſterity. So how can it be imagined tat 
from the Churches of Armenia and Perſia in the Ed. to thole of Spain 
in the Welt, from the African Churches in the Sewth , to our Br 
Churches in the North, that had little or no correſpondence together, 
this conſtitution of the Church ſhould have been Univerlally reecived 
ind ſubmitted to. This was when no General Conne could meet to 
wpoint it, and there was no Scenlar Prince to ſet it forward , upon 
wy Political account. Now it cannot be imagined, how this could 
have been brought about, if their common Spiritual Fathers the 
alert had not agreed upon it: when they hit ſcattered to go over 
the World. For we have no reaſon to think they did ever meet all to- 
gether again. 

No Men do an ill thing, or defire a change but upon fore ad- 
vantage, or at leaſt the Proſpect and Hope of it. And it the worſt of 
men, are to be meaſured by this (1 except Hetlorr in vice) what muſt 
ve judge of thole, whom we ought juſtly to pronounce the beſt of 
Men, Their being Biſhops expoſed them to the ſharpeſt fury of 
their Perſccutors, they were but poor and mean, excepting the Biſhops 
a the great Cities, they commonly were begun with, in every new 
form that was raiſed againſt the Church their labours were great, 
hor the care of the flock lay on them: and they were unwearied in 
te diſcharge of their Faſtoral care. Can we think any Man would 
tt fond of ſuch a tation, to that degree as to violate the inſtitution 
« Chriſt, co arrive at it. But with what face can any man fuſpet 
thoſe Ages, of ſuch foul dealing upon whom the . impreihons of the 
bwlineſs of their Great Maler were fo deep, and who were daily look- 
ng for a Croſs, and ſome cruel death : with what affurance could they 
have prepared for ſuch trials. it out of pride and ambition they had 
ten invading the rights of the other Churches, and aſpiring to an un- 
ut domination over their Bretliren, 

$. Suppoſe we could be prevailed on, to think the whole Church 
vn ſo abandoned, the Biſhops to their pride, and the Prieſts to an 
teedleſs fimplicity, yet how can we reaſonably think none of her ene- 
mics were ſo ſharp-tighted, as to diſcern and object this to them? 
they had malice enough, and if the Orders of Biſhop and Precbyter 
vere one at firſt, but afterwards the Epiſcopal ambition had ſubdued 
the Prieſts under them 3 ſome memory of it had been certainly pre- 
trred otherwiſe how (hould St. Jerome and the pretended Ambroſe 


le ſuppoſed to have heard of it. But if any ſuch thing bad been 
known,, 
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known, is it to imagine that all the Hereticks and 
Scbiſmatichs that were in thoſe Ages, none ſhould have charged it on 
the Church, but on the contrary all of them had Biſhops of their own? 
and in the end when one aroſe that did condemn the order, he ; had 
very ſew to follow him: nor did his own party the Arians , receive 
this at his hands. Therefore we have all teaſon to conclude that there 
was no ſuch change made after the Apoltles days, for St, Jerome him- 
ſelf acknowledges, the Apoſtles ſet this order wp, though ſeems to 
iofinuate, it was not in the beginning of their planting the Church, 
And it is very clear that Pſeudo Ambroſe gives us his own imaginations 
tor Canonicel Hiſtories. 

So from all theſe things put together, I dare appeal to any man to lay 
upon his Conſcience, it he is not perfwaded the Epiſcopal Authority 
over the flock and the Clergy, is clearly derived trom the Apofila, 
All this I have ſaid more fully than perhaps ſcemed at firſt view 
needful, but when I confider that though this Authour does conkehs 
the E Function to be of A ical inſtitution z yet over his 
whole Diſcourſe there are things ſaid, that do very much de- 
tract from that very acknowledgement, which the force and evidence 
of truth drew from him in the beginning of that Chapter; So that 
ſome ſuſpect theſe words were only fet down, that upon ſuch an in- 
troduction he might ſeem a friend, and ſo wound both more ſecurely, 
and more mortally; fince alſo many who read and magnitie that di- 
courſe, do with open mouth declame againſt this order, I hope none 
will judge it impertinent, it I have taken ſome pains to lay ſuch things 
before — may give new and freſh impreſhons of the Divine and 
Apoſtolical Origine oft this holy Ofkce. All that remains yet to be 
conſidered is, what anſwers to make to the ObxeQions that Authour 
lays in our way. 


His frſt objection is, from the filence of the Scriptures , to which, 
the anſwer will be caſi ly gathered from what has bees ſaid, tor if what 
I do ſuggeſt about the ſence of Deacons in St. Fa Epiſtles be true, 
then the caſe is moſt clear y but beſides that, there are maniteſt hints 
of a diſparity, or ſuperiority in Scripture , and theſe arc expounded 
by ſoauthentical and clear a Tradition, that we ate not more ſure & 
the Change of the Jewiſh Sabbath into the Chriftian Lords day ot of the 
Baptiſm of Infant;,or of the Ca of the Scripture than we arc of this 
Apoſtolical inſtitution. It was neceſſary that all ſuper natural revealed 
truths, ſhould have been clearly and fully expreſſed in Scripture, and 
none of theſe left to the miſtakes and miſrepreſentation of every Age, 
but for matters of Government it was enough, it general rules were 
given, 
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pen, which the platform of the Churches then gathered did ſo ex- 
plain, that we have no reaſon to have (cruples about it, though a tull 
and formal account of it be not leit os. 


The ſecond objeftion is, becauſe he nds the Apoſtles gave but one 
ordination, which he cannot conceive, how it could confer two di- 
fin orders or Characters. © This is founded on a great miliake , tor 
pray cannet theſame great Seal, that athned to one Writing , does 
only confer the honour of Berronage, when affixed to another Wri- 
ung, conter the dignities of Duty, Marqueſs Earl, Viſcount, and Barow 
So ut is plain the Apoſtles when they were to ſend out avy with a la- 
cred commilhon, by the fame outward rite, they might have conferred 
whatever authority they intended to conſcr. For they declaring on 
what errant, and with what power they ſent out a perion, and impo- 
Gong hands upon him, that impoſition confirmed the mithon and au- 
thority committed to fuch perſons, So there was no need of their 
ordaining Church men through ſeveral degrees, but as they ſaw men 
gualined, they did ordain them, and I do not queſtion but with the 
ume impoſit ion of hands, and the ſame prayers and words, they 
might have ordained two perſons at once, the one a Biſhop, the other a 
Fru. For we arc not to conſider in an ordivation the outward rite 
and prayers only, but the preceding declaration made, and* the pub- 
heck intention ot thote that ordain. It is true, we had by the ancienteſt 
Ordinals we have, that there were ſome differences uſed in the couſe - 
cation of Biſhops that were not uſed when a Prieſt was ordained, 
which may be reaſonably judged were very ancient, they bed the Book 
of the Goſpels over bis bead and fhoulderr, aud all the 
Biſhops laid their band? on him, one pouring out the ©. oo 
Meſſing. And Denis the Areopagite , tells us, that Carth, «. de Fe 
belides the impoſition of hands, and laying the ne. cop x. 
Book of the Goſpels on his head, and the prayer, 

He was marked by the Sign of the Creſt, and faluted 

by the Biſhop and al the holy order. And in the ordi» Can 3. C and: 

nation ot a Prieſt, the Biſhop and the Priefts with him Low. 164d, 

only laid their bands on bir bead, and bleſſed him, 

By which 6mplicity of their forms we may on the way obſerve, how 

unlike the Primitive Church was to the Remes Church: that + 

bounds in ſo many ſuperſtitious ſopperies, with which their Pontific af 

is full, There was alſo proviſion made, that none ſhould be made 

a Biſhop, till he had paſſed thorough inferiour degrees, not from any 

fuch ſabtletics as School-men have lince deviſed : but that none might 

arive at the highcit order ot the Church, till he gave @ ſufficient 
tial 
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trial of his faith and manners, by his deportment in all the infcriour 
ſteps in which they intended he ſhould ſtay fo long, that all might be 
well ſatisfied about him. And in or a little before St. Cypries's time 
they appointed ſome inferiour ſteps, which were not ſacred orders, 
nor pretended to be Apoſtolical, but degrees) of probation through 
which thoſe who intended to ſerve the Ch , ſhould pals, before 
they were made Deacons. And this turniſhts me with a very conf. 
derable remark, to ſhe w the fidelity of thoſe Ages in the accounts they 
give us of Apoſtolical inſtitutions : for they do every where tell us, 
there were but three ſacred orders, Deacon, Prieft, and Biſhop , and no 
where ſtudy to make vs believe theſe other degrees of Porters, Read. 
ert, Acolyths, Exoreifts and Sub-Deacons were Apoſtolical: Now if 
the Epiſcopal ſuperiority and power was a device of that Age, or of 
the former, why ſhould they not have called all Apoftolical , as well 
as ſome parts of it. But it is plain they were carctul and conſcienti- 
ous in delivering punctually to us, what was Apoſtolical , and what 
only Eeeleſiafticad 


His third objection is, becauſe the Apoſtles call themſclves ſomes 
times Presbyters, and no where Biſhops 3 this fure it it prove any 
thing muſt prove more than that Writer intends, even that Frey 
tert are above Biſhops. He ſhould alſo have conſideted that the Apoſtle 
do call themſelves much oftner Deacons than Prerbyters. So if thi 
argument be of force, then the Deacons muſt be likewiſe of the ſame 
order with the Biſhops. But the true account of this is, that the 
name Prerbyter was uſed for any ancient perſon of Authority, and + 
mong the Chriſtians it ſignified a Chriſtian of a long ſtanding. 80 
upon both theſe accounts, the Apoltlcs being then both ancient men, 
and of great authority, and thoſe that were the firſt fruits of the 
World unto Chriſt, might well be called Prerbyters, though not in that 
ſence by which the tollowing ages underſtood that term. For I do 
not queſtion but the names ot Biſhops and Prieſts, were at friſt pro- 
miſcuouſly uſed and continued fo even to Irenexs his time, who in his 
Letter to Viftor calls the Biſhops of Rome, that were before him Pres 
byters, but afterwards thoſe two terms were appropriated to that ſence 
we now underſtand them in. Or if you will and upon the Apoliles 
being called Prerbyters, to prove an equality, or ſuperiority of Prevby- 
ter over the Biſhop 3 Let me defire you toobſerve, that St. Peter, who 
calls himfclf an Elder, yet puts us in mind that Biybops are above Frei- 
but. for he tells us in that ſame Epiſtle that Chriſt was the Rah 
of our Souls, and in that ſubordination 1 acknowledge the Apoſtles 


were but Prieſts, which perhaps gave occaſion to Igneris to — 
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the Biſhop and — — to Chrift and bir Apefler. Beſides it is as 
uarcaſonable to build any opinion — — orders, upon 
foch humble expreſhons of the Apoſt les, as if becauic a Prince or a 
Generel will ordinarily call his Sou/diers, fellow Sonldrerr, that there · 
fore they- and he arc of the ſame order, 


The fourth objection is, becauſe St. Clement in his Epiſtle to the 

Corinthians (peaks only of RIH et and Deacons. It is true in one 
he does ſay, that the Apotiler did erdain the firſt fruits of their l. 

wr, baving fir tryed them in the Spirit, to be Biſhops ' and Deacons, 
But if what was before obſerved about the uſe of the Term Deacon, 
be well grounded, then St. Clement's words may be alſo very julily 
underficod of Biſhops and Priets, but becauſe this has the prejudice 
of novelty againſt it, let us look further into that Epiſtle, and we 
ſhall find it no leſs clear by other cxprcthons, that there were different 
orders in the Church, though in that place he comprehends them 
under that common — he commends them becauſe they were 
ſabjeti to their Governoxrs, and gave oh decent bonour to their  Preebyters, 
and again ſays, Let wr reverence our Governours , and bonour ar Pres- 
byrers, and clearly applies the ſubordination that was in the T 
of Jeruſalem, of High Prieft, Prieft, Levite, and Lay-moan to the Ec- 
cleſiaſlical cunſtitution, as will appear to any that will conſider that 

iſtle. 
* 2 which I conclude, that though St. Clement did comprehend | 
Biſhopr and i rieftr under the common name of Biſhop, yet he ſhews + 
us evidently, there were Governowrs in the Church that were ſupe- 
riour to the Prerbyters, and to whom there were higher degrees 
of honour duc; and particular Miniftrations proper , as were to the 
High Preef, 


The ſiſth obiection is, that Faſtin Martyr calls the Biſhops only + 
Prefidents, This is of no force, for that Fatber had no occahon-+ 
ven him to reckon up the ſeveral Functions in the Church when, 
was writing an Age y for the Chriſtians to the Roman Sense 
ia which he gives à plain and fimple account of their Faith and 
Worſhip, But it had been to very little purpoſe for him, to have - 
told the Komen Senate , what. were the ſeveral Orders of Church- 
cer them. And it is not that both he and 
lan might have uſed the Term Freſdem, the rather becauſſe 
ic would be the more cafily underſtood by the Romens than either 


Meg or Fri. 


Du The c 


(24) 
The {1xth objcQion is, from St. Cypriax, who calls himſell Prepe- 
ſitus or Preſident. But neither does this ſignifie much, for we are to 
conſider the ſence of Authours, not ſo much by ſome terms or words 
they uſe, as by the formal accounts they give us, when they come to 
treat expreſly on any ſubject. Therefore when we would examine 
that Father's opinion in this matter, we ate neither to cAnſider what 
in modeſty he writes to his Flock or Clergy, not what terms he makes 
uſe of, but the ſure way is to ſee what his ſenſe of the Epiſcopal Au- 
thority was, when he formally treated of it upon it's being queſtioned 
and to this we have reaſon to appeal; St. Cyprias's 
Epiſt. 65. Counſel was asked by Kogatian another Biſhop con- 
cerning the cenſure of a Deacon , who had carried 

himſelf inſolently toward him, to whom St. Cyprian writes, that 
the vigor of bis Epiſcopat and the Authority of his Chair be bad ja p. 
er to bave avenged that inſolence inftantly. And toward the end he 
ſays, theſe are the beginnings of Hereticks, and the riſe and attempts of 
il meaning Scbiſmatichy, that they may pleaſe themſelves , and 755 
their Biſhop, with a ſwelling pride, So men ſeparate from the Church 
ſo © ane Altar ir ſet up without, and ſo men rebel againſt the Peace, 
of and the divine —— and Unity, Theſe words St. Cyprian 
writes like one that propheſicd of the age we are born in, and if he 
docs not aſſert the Power of Jurisdiction to the height I leabe to eve- 

xy ones eyes. 


Ey. 10. And the ſame Saint in another Epiſile,challengji 

the — — of ſome Pricſts, hath het 
words. There is no danger which we ought wot wow to fear , our Lord 
being thus offended, when ſome * Prieſts, wbo neither are mindful of 
the Goſpel, of their place, or of the judgement ts come , and conſider not 
that there is @ Biſhop ſet over them, do aſſume all to themſelves, to the re. 
proath and contempt of bim that ir ſet over them, which was never at al 
done by any that went before w. 


F 17. — his Epiſtles 24 is _ the 
ſubject. concerning the Lapſcd that had fallen in 

the perſecution begins with theſe words. Our Lord whoſe command: 
we onght to fear and obſerve when be was ſettling the Buſhop'r home or 
authority) and the rule of bis Church ſay: to Peter: I lay, thou art 
Peter, and upon this Rock will I build my Church, . From thence 
through the Revolution of times and ſucceſſtons , the Ordination of Bi- 
ſhops and the account of the Church bath run down, that the Church 
ſrould be conflituted upon Bp, and every All of the Church ſhould be 
gourrned 
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by theſe Preſidents (or Prepoſiti as that Authour would have 
them called, though he ſeems not to have conſidered that by this Saint 
they were not bare Overſeers, but had the whole power lodged with 
them.) Since then this is founded by the Divine Law, I wonder at the 
hold rafhneſs of ſome that wrote tome ar they did , fines the Church is 
made up of the Biſbopt, the Clergy, and all tht fland (i. & in the Faith, 
or fand in the Worſhip) And if in all theſe places, St, Cyprian that li- 
ved within 140. years of the Apoſtles does not very faftmally affure 
us, that both the tull Authority was in the Biſhop and that this was 
ſettled by Chriſt fo that there remains no room for any hilt or an- 
(wer 1 appeal to you and cvety unptejudiced Reader, | 


But there is yet a clearer and leſs ſuſpected teſti- f 31 
mony in St. Cypriass works, in an Epiſtle which the 
Clergy of Rome wrote to him, when their See was vacant after Fabian's 
death, from which we may judge, what ſenſe the Prieſts of that age 
had of the Epiſcopal Ofhce : Theſe are their words, after the drath of 
Fabian of moſt noble , There it uo Biſhop” yet confiituted among ur; 
by reaſon of the Aeby o airs and the timer, ſhould regulate 
all theſe things and muſt co the cafe of the Lapſed with authority and 
advice: Canany thing be more evident, than at, that time which was 
but 1 50. years after the Apoſtles were dead, it was acknowledged by 
the Prieft: that they had no full Authority to govern the Church when 
they wanted a Biſhop. Now it the difference between Biſhop and 
Prieft, be only by Commiſhon, they being both the ſame Order, then 
certainly in a vacancy the Prieſts have a full power. But hete we fee 
the eſt company of Prieſts then in the Chriſttan wggld , did not 
think they were of the ſame Order, or had the Abr, of a Biſhop; 
even in a ſede vacante, 

The ſeventh objection is, That Prerbyters are ordained in the ſame 
form, in which Chriſtordained his Apoſiles, Recerve ye the Holy Ghoſt; 
whoſe ſir yo forgive, they are forgiven them. This muſt either prove 
nothing to the parpole, or too much, for if there be any firength in 
this conſequence, it muſt amount to this, That all Wezebyrers arc of 
the ſame order the Apoſtles were of , which certainly that Authour 
will think is too much. The anſwer to it is given by 
St. Paul, that there are diverſities of operationr, ad-" Ce. 11,44 5: 
miniftrations, and giftr , but it is the ſame God, the &%c. 

Jane Lord, and the ſame Spirit, for all theſe workgth 

that one and the ſelf ſame Spirit, Andfinceitis both by. the auth 

rity and alliſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, that all theſe officcs arc ferived 

and diſcharged, it is no argument to prove the Offices are the fame; 
D 2 be» 
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becauſe we pray that all may receive the Holy Ghoſt, it being neceſſarily 
to be underſtood, that every one receives it in his own order. Nor 
do the following words of forgiving of fins, prove any more, but that 
both theſe offices are empowered to that equally, For it is acknow- 
ledged that a Prieſi gives abſolution as well as a Biſhop : but from their 
——5— equally in one thing, it is ſome what a firange 
kind of inference, to conclude, there is ing elle which a Biſhop 
has authoriiꝶ to do, that is not competent to a Prieſt. 


The laſt obj is, from the inconvenience that muſt needs fol» 
low on our aſſerting Biſhops and Prieſts to be of different 
ſince this muſt condemn and un- church all the foreign Churches ; 
which were indeed a very ſevere and uncharitable cenſure, I know 
this is very popular and taking, Therefore I (hall ſtudy fo to clear it, 
that 1 hope no ſcruple ſhall remain about it. 


Theze are ſome conditions that are ſimply neceſſary to Salvation, 
without which, no man ſhall ſee the face of God, and theſe do indif- 
penſibly oblige all without exception. There be other poſitive pre- 
cepts which are of obligation to all who poſlibly can obey them, ſo 
that the contempt or voluntary want of theſe is a high provocation, 
they being both means of Grace, and ſymbols of Chri fcllow- 
ſhip inſtituted by Chriſt, and to continue for ever in his Church, Yet 
ſc arc ſo ſevere as to den a poſlibility of ſalvation without theſe, 1 
know St. Auftin was of this ſevere fide, but in that he is generally cen» 
ſurcd, as having exceeded; it is an hard Doctrine to condemn all 1n- 
ſants that die without Baptiſm, at leaſt to exclude them from the 
Kingdom of Heaven, as St, Awftindid. For if the Child die in the 
belly or birth, it is not conceiveable that it ſhould be puniſhed for the 
want of that which God himfſclf made impollible. And the Primi- 
tive Church did generally belicve, that ſuch as being converted to 
the Faith, did ſuffer Martyrdom, even though they were not bapti- 
zed, were certainly ſaved. In like manner it in ſome Northern and 
poor Countricsgyhere Wine can ſcarce be had, and goes at exceſlive 
rates, it pci ſons Ve ſo poor, that they cannot get Wine, and fo either 
dic without the other Sacrament, or offer fore other liquour in the 
Chalice, it were a ſirange degree of hardneſs to deny ſalvation to the 
pcople of ſuch a Clime. So alſathe Offices of the Church arc ne- 
ceſlary by a divine appointment, even in the principles of moll of the 
Nou conformiſts, and yet neither this Authour nor they will deny but 
even a Laick if caſt upon an Iſland, where he upon learning their 
Language came to inſtruct them in the Chriſtian Faith, and could have 
no 
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vo commerce with any Church; under ſuch a neceſlity he per- 
form all divine Functions, for all Chriſtians are a Royel 
and abſolute neceſſity ſuperſedes all the rules of order, decency and 
Government, 

And the Pre:rbyterians who acknowledge as great difference be- 
tween a Prerbyter and a Laick, as we plead is bet werd a Biſhop and 
Prieſt, yet acknowlegde theſe to be true Churches, which began upon 
no orders at all, where ſome perſons that underſtood the Scriptures, 
did gather Churches, and adminiſter the Sacraments 3 and they can 
r is not applicable to us 
in thi . 


Therefore when the Feftern Churches were ſo corrupted that none 
could any longer with a good Conſcience receive orders in them, or 
ſubmit to the terms which only their Communion could be 
had ; If any Prieſts theſe did inſtruct the people in 
the truth, and finding no other way to propagate or pre- 
ſerve that of Doctrine, did ordain other Prieſts, though this 
was i and deſective yet we ate not fo uncharitable as to judge 
people under theſe circumſtances, but acknowledge that abſolute ne- 

ty fi all poſitive I know ſome have been (c+ 
vere on this head, becauſe they j they are under no abſolute ne- 
cellity. n 
different Religion, as the Proteftaurs in Prauer do, could not with 
ſecurity come over hither to receive orders. For can it be 
that Princes © te bay of their Authority, and chicfly of 
ſuch of their Subjects, as: from them in Religion , would ſuffer 
Gem to come and be ordained in another s Dominions : they 
would certainly uſc that as a pretence to juſtifie their ſeverities agai 
them. Not would t them to come under ſuch a & h 
ud compacted unity, as this conſtitution of the Church would 
them to. rer „and prayed for, 
ind not inſulted over. And for other that are un- 
der Princes or a Government of the ſame Re they arc in no leis 
captivity to their luperiours, who will never (i to go to ang» 
ther Church for orders : and they would think it inconſiteut 


with the peace of their States to let any Ecclefiaſticks get into fo ca- 
1 power, where the conſtitution of their policy is Dc mo- 
cratical. It is to be ed that af heſt their Biſhops were ſtubborn, 
and would not receive the Keformation , which the chief of the Re- 
formers did very much lament. Nor is it to be wondred , if theſe 
Churches being thus formed under theſe neceffities, and not accordivg 
to the ancient and Apoſtolical conſtitution in theix odinations, = 


= (49) 
ſince thottime tude to juſtific themſel ves upon other accounts,than 
bare neck ty, A 
In that we think them in an errour, but it being no fundamental 
one, and the neceſſit that at ſipſt forged that diſorder, lying fill over 
them, we dare not be ſo ſevere, as to deny them to be true Churches, 
Though we hold there is filfuch defects among them, that they 
are not compleat and perſect in all their conſtitutions. But after- al: 
this Charity to thoſe under ſuch hardſhips , we have great cauſe to 
D much more ſeverely againſt thoſe, who being born in a 

hurch that had no ſuch deft in it's firſt Reformation , but was ex- 
actly moulded. after the primitive pattern, and continued in ſo floy« 
riſhing an eſtate that it was the juſt glory of the Reformed Churches, 
and the chick object of the envy and hatred of the Roman, was 
at hiſt ſeparated from, and then fubverted by ſome hot - headed Schif- 
maticks. Thereſo De Ray being ſo great between our dif- 
ſenters, who arc ſuch out of Choice, and in oppoſition to all Laws 
both of Church and State, and the foreign Churchey who are irregular 
aut of necellity, our judging tenderly and favourably of the one, does 
no way oblige us to relax and forego theſe excellent primitive conſli- 
tutions, on the account of the others among our ſclvcs. 

And thus far I think I have given you a ſatisfactury account of all 
chat this Avuthaus ſays on this Read. You know me ard my citcum- 
ſlances better, than to ſuſpect, either intereſt, deſign; or obligation, has 

me to theſe perſwaſions, ſince by all theſe Lam rather byaſſed 
another way. I have written nothing but that about which I am ſo 
well aſſured, that I know lam able to make good every. particular 1 
have ſet down, And therefore though I do not altow: you, to let 
my name go with this Paper, if you make a more publick uſe of its 
It is not that I fear.cither the cenlures of engaged and partial Zealots, 
or the replies of a contentious Diſputant, fo he abſtain from railing 
and fooling, in neither of which, my Genius, which was born for ſe- 
verer exerciſes, will permit me to cngage, 
. But now fo, wind up all after ſo 10 1905 a Letter, 1 muſt con- 
clude with my. ates, that we arc brought to ſuch a paſs , that 
diſcourſes of this kind vnd ſuch acceptance arhong us. The Patient 
is in a high qmemper, when he loaths wholcſume tood 3 and longs 
after every. fantaſtical quelque choſe he hears of: So it is indeed to be 
lamented, that the beſt compoſuzes tNat do cither inform or. edifie the 
Reader are neglected, and it any thing gets vent, that tends ro make 
the moſt ſacred things grow cheap, and tall in cqntempr, it is bought 
up at any rate, and cad with an inſatiable itch. I ih the Authour 


of. chat diſcourſe may with ſerious and deep refleRions , _ 
w 
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what he has done in this work of his: he has made all the enemies 
of Peace triumph, and has put ſome lar things in the mouths of 
his Readers, with which they think ves ſuftciently armed te 
baffle both the Articles and Rules of our Church. 1 am confident 
he is ſo ſerious and ſo fincere a man, that when ever he is made ſenfi- 
ble of this, he will be very ready to take out of the way any ſcandal 
which theſe his conceptions have brought forth. 

In hae, I pray God teach us to know the things that belong to 
our Peace, that ſo our animoſities and heart- burnings being laid aſide 


ve may all ludy to ſeek the things that belong to Peace, and the things 


whereby we may edifie one another, If I have wearied out your paths 
ence with a long Epiſtle, I was forced to it, * the ſubject you com» 
manded me to write about. And yet I have done it as ſhort as wat 
pollible: which has made me overlook many leſſer errours in that 
diſcourſe, which were not of Tuch general concern, but diſcover how 
caſily that Wrirer takes many things upon truſt. It was needleſs to 
amuſe the World with theſe particulars, and I am more a Friend and 
Honourer of that Authouf, than to engage with him meerly out of 
humour, to contend with him, or to expoſe him, leaſt of all to make 
a ncedicis ſhow of reading. But I will make an end. 


_ London, May the 23. 
1676, 
Advertiſement: 
A Conference about Religion, held in Londen , April 3. 1676. be- 
tween Edward Sealing flees. D. B and Gilbert Burnet, with forme 


Gentlemen of the Church of Rome, Octavo, price 2 4, 6 d. Sold by 
Moſes Pus at the Angel in &. Pan's Church pad 


FINIS. 


